
This Week's Photography 
Challenge

Layering
Adding Depth, Story and 

Atmosphere to Your Images

Today’s challenge is all about LAYERING. 

It sounds technical, but it's actually something we already 
see every day. 

When we look through a window, down a street, or across a 
landscape, our eyes naturally see objects at different 
distances.

Today's challenge is to train ourselves to photograph those 
layers deliberately. 

For the challenge, I'd like everyone to create at least one 
image that has a foreground, a main subject, and a 
background working together to tell a story.
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Why Layering Matters
Flat vs Layered

A layered photograph can add:
• Depth
• Context
• Story
• Scale
• Visual Interest

Many photographs fail because they're simply a record of a 
subject.

A layered photograph becomes an experience.

Instead of "Here's a church", it becomes "Here's a church 
seen through an old gate, standing beyond a village green, 
beneath dramatic skies."

Nothing has changed except how we arrange what is already 
there.

Layering helps the viewer feel they're stepping into the 
photograph rather than merely looking at it.

This is why travel, landscape and street photographers use 
the technique constantly.
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Understanding the Layers
Think in Three Distances

• Box 1 - Foreground = Something close

• Box 2 - Middle Ground = The main subject

• Box 3 - Background = The supporting story

Box One

Box Three

Box Two

The easiest way to understand layering is to divide the scene 
into three boxes.

Box one is nearest to us.

Box two contains the main subject.

Box three contains the surroundings.

As photographers, we're really arranging these three boxes 
into a pleasing story.

When you start seeing photographs this way, layering 
becomes second nature.
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Challenge 1
Frame It

• Use something in the foreground to partially 
frame your subject.
• Ideas:
• Leaves
• Archways
• Gates
• Windows
• Fences

For challenge number one, go hunting for natural frames.

Walk round your subject instead of standing directly in front 
of it.

See whether a branch, doorway, gate or hedge can occupy 
part of the foreground.

You're not trying to hide the subject.

You're simply creating depth and inviting viewers into the 
image.

A few inches left or right can completely transform the 
photograph.
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Challenge 2
Through The Gap

Photograph your subject through something.
Ideas:
• Trees
• Railings
• Doorways
• Market stalls
• Crowds

This builds directly on the framing idea.

Often we instinctively move obstacles out of the frame.

This time do the opposite.

Look through the scene.

The object in front may be blurred while the subject remains 
sharp.

This creates an immediate sense of depth and mystery.

It encourages viewers to explore the image rather than 
glance at it.
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Challenge 3
Tell A Story With Backgrounds

Choose a background that explains 
something about the subject.

A background is not empty space.

It tells the viewer where the subject belongs.

A fisherman near boats. A gardener surrounded by flowers. A 
cyclist on a country lane.

Remove the background and much of the story disappears.

So the challenge this week is not simply to find a subject.

Find a subject and then find the right background.
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Challenge 4
Add People For Scale

Include a person somewhere in the scene.
Ideas:
• Beach
• Landscape
• Historic building
• Woodland
• Harbour

One tiny figure in a large scene instantly creates scale.

Without that person we don't know how large anything really 
is.

With them, the scene comes alive.

They don't need to be posing.

Sometimes a distant walker, shopper or passer-by is all 
that's required.

This is one of the simplest and most powerful layering 
techniques available.
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Challenge 5
Move Your Feet

Photograph the same scene from three 
different positions.
• Standing
• Crouching
• Sideways

This may be the most important challenge of all.

Great photographs often come from changing position rather 
than changing camera settings.

Take a photograph.

Then move.

Take another.

Move again.

You'll be amazed at how different foregrounds appear and 
disappear.

Layering is often created simply by standing in a better place.
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Things To Watch For
Common Problems

Cluttered foregrounds

Distracting backgrounds

Too many competing subjects

Simple layers

Clear subject

Purposeful composition

Just because something is in front of the camera doesn't 
mean it belongs in the photograph.

The foreground should support the image, not dominate it.

Keep asking yourself:

"What is my subject?"

If the viewer can't answer that question within seconds, 
simplify the composition.

Strong layering is usually clearer rather than more 
complicated.
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Bonus Challenge
Create One Layered 
Photograph

Your image should contain:
✓ Foreground
✓ Main Subject
✓ Background

Bonus Challenge
Take the same photograph twice:
• With layering
• Without layering
Compare the results.

Today’s bonus challenge is beautifully simple.

Create one photograph containing all three layers.

Then remove the foreground and take the photograph again.

When you compare the pair side-by-side you'll quickly see 
why layering is such a powerful technique.

Sometimes the best learning comes not from adding 
something but from seeing what happens when it's removed.

Have fun, experiment, and remember: move your feet before 
you touch the camera settings.
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Today’s Challenges can be achieved 
anywhere

Challenge 1 - Natural Frames
Use a gate, archway, hedge or branch.
Challenge 2 - Look Through Something
Photograph through leaves, railings or windows.
Challenge 3 - Backgrounds Tell Stories
Make the background support the subject.
Challenge 4 - Add Scale
Include a person, bicycle or familiar object.
Challenge 5 - Move Your Feet
Take the same photograph from three positions.

Remember
Before changing camera settings, try moving your feet.
Many great layered photographs are created by changing 
position rather than changing equipment.
Happy photographing! 

Today’s Challenges can be achieved anywhere
Challenge 1 - Natural Frames - Use a gate, archway, hedge 
or branch.

Challenge 2 - Look Through Something - Photograph 
through leaves, railings or windows.

Challenge 3 - Backgrounds Tell Stories - Make the 
background support the subject.

Challenge 4 - Add Scale - Include a person, bicycle or 
familiar object.

Challenge 5 - Move Your Feet - Take the same photograph 
from three positions.

Remember:

Before changing camera settings, try moving your feet.

Many great layered photographs are created by changing 
position rather than changing equipment.
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