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Photographing 

Models & Toys



Eye-Level Magic

“When you meet a miniature at its own 

height, the illusion begins.” 

In miniature photography, the illusion 

begins the moment we lower ourselves to 

the subject’s height. 

At eye-level, a toy becomes a character, 

and a model becomes a world. 

It’s a simple shift — but it changes 

everything. 

We’re no longer looking at the scene; 

we’re looking from within it.



Depth of Field 
as Storytelling
“A wide aperture softens distractions and 

pulls the eye to the subject.”

Shallow depth of field is your greatest ally. 

It softens the edges, hides the tabletop, and 

lets the imagination take over. 

A blurred background becomes atmosphere. 

A sharp subject becomes the star of the 

story. In miniature worlds, depth of field isn’t 

technical — it’s emotional.



Light for Drama

“Small subjects respond dramatically to 

small lights.”

A desk lamp becomes a sunset. 

A phone torch becomes a spotlight. 

Shadows stretch, highlights glow, and 

suddenly the scene feels alive. 

In miniature photography, lighting is 

where the drama lives.



Foreground 
for Depth
“A hint of something close 
to the lens adds depth and 
realism.” 

It tricks the eye into 
believing the world 
continues beyond the 
frame. 

Foreground is your secret 
weapon for turning a 
tabletop into a landscape.



Forced Perspective

“Make small things big”

Forced perspective blends 
the miniature with the real 
world.

Place a model close to the 
lens and let the real 
environment blur behind it. 

Suddenly a toy car becomes 
a rally car, a model train 
becomes a locomotive in the 
wild, and a tiny figure 
becomes a traveller on a 
windswept path.



Build a Scene, 
Not a Set
“What’s the story here?”

Miniature photography thrives on 
narrative. 

A figure waiting at a station. 

A worker fixing a track. 

A quiet moment between two tiny 
characters. 

You don’t need a full layout — just 
a suggestion of a story. 

The viewer’s imagination will do 
the rest.



Use Everyday 
Objects as Props
“Household items = movie magic”

A cereal box becomes a wall. 
A sheet of paper becomes soft 
light. 
A phone screen becomes a 
glowing sky. 
Miniature photography rewards 
creativity over equipment. 
The best props are often already 
in the room.



Most of All - 
Keep It Simple
“One idea per frame”

Small scenes can become busy 
very quickly. 

The strongest miniature 
photographs often have a single 
idea, a single subject, and a single 
moment. 

Simplicity gives the viewer space 
to believe in the world you’ve 
created.



Photo Challenge

“Models and Toys”



Photo Challenge

“Models and Toys”
Three images, from any option:
1. “A moment in miniature”

Capture a tiny scene that looks real at first glance.

2. “The traveller’s tale”
Photograph a model or toy as if it’s on a journey.

3. “Small drama, big light”
Use lighting to create mood or tension in a miniature 
scene.

4. “The world at 1:76 scale”
Recreate a real-world scene using models or toys.

5. “Unexpected giants”
Combine a model with a real-world background for 
playful forced perspective.

Please use the link to upload your images 
by Sunday 10th May  << Upload >>

Digital Photography Group 1

1. “A moment in miniature”
Capture a tiny scene that looks real at first glance.

2. “The traveller’s tale”
Photograph a model or toy as if it’s on a journey.

3. “Small drama, big light”
Use lighting to create mood or tension in a miniature 
scene.

4. “The world at 1:76 scale”
Recreate a real-world scene using models or toys.

5. “Unexpected giants”
Combine a model with a real-world background for 
playful forced perspective.

Photo Challenge

“Models and Toys”

https://forms.gle/zRk3pJkhLicRxYSn8


Most of all, enjoy the exhibition, 
and let’s have some cracking images 

from all of you.
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