
Panoramas and Photography



What is a Panorama ?
A panorama is any wide-angle view or representation of a physical space, whether in painting, drawing, 

photography, film, seismic images or a three-dimensional model. 

The word was originally coined in the 18th century by the English painter Robert Barker to describe his 

panoramic paintings of Edinburgh and London



What is a Panorama ?
The motion-picture term panning is derived from the word panorama.

Robert Barker’s Panoramic view of Edinburgh from Calton Hill, Painted in 1791



The earliest that the word "panorama" appeared in print was on June 11, 1791 in the British 

newspaper The Morning Chronicle, referring to a visual spectacle by Robert Barker, who 

created a painting of the view from the summit of Calton Hill in Edinburgh. 

The large, panoramic painting was hung on the inside of a specially built circular building, or 

rotunda, and was viewed from the inside.

It had a distinctive, unprecedented, and utterly magical effect, giving viewers a vantage point 

encompassing the entire circle of the horizon, making it feel like they were really there.

Some later paintings measured more than 14 metres high and upto 40 meters in diameter, 

120 metres in circumference.

Robert Barker’s Panoramic view of London, Painted in 1792



A Panorama of Constantinople created 1801-1802.
Formed from a series of eight etchings.

These eight, brilliantly coloured and fully 

detailed, etchings form a wide-angled view 

of Constantinople, were reproduced and 

then adapted from an enormous 360 

degree painting called a ‘panorama’, 

installed in London’s Leicester Square 
between 1801 and 1802.



Panoramic photography soon came to displace painting as the most common method for creating wide 

views.

Popular in the 1970s and 1980s, but now superseded by digital presentation software, ’multi-image’ 

slides were projected onto one or more screens, characteristically lending themselves to the ‘wide 

screen panorama’.

Screen

Slides with soft-edge masks



Digital photography of the late 20th century greatly simplified this assembly process, 

to what is now known as ’image stitching’.

-:-

This picture is a 360 degree panoramic picture of the centre courtyard, in the ‘Sony 
Centre at the Potsdamer Platz’ in Berlin, and was created from 126 photos using an 

auto-stitch procedure, similar to the processes we use today.



Many modern Digital Cameras and Smart Phone cameras can now, using built-in 
software, automatically stitch a sequence of images, shot while the camera is 

moved across the scene.
-:-

Here we have a 270 degree panorama “stitched in-camera". 



Since in 1955, Disney has created 360° panoramic theatres for its theme parks



Deliberately taking a series of Photographs with the sole intent of creating a wide-angle view or 
Panorama is enormously satisfying and the final results are somehow well worth the effort.

360 degree Panorama of the circular ‘Cannova Memorial’, which was created from a video of the inside walls.



Following is a demonstration of the process used to create a 
panorama image from your photographs, 

uses the ‘Microsoft Image Composite Editor’

(How to download the software is explained at the end of this presentation)



Using the 
software

An image created 
from both horizontal 
and vertical photos.





Start by selecting New Panorama



Select the images you want to 
stitch together, then click open to 
transfer them to the work space.



If you forget an image, just select 
and open it from the folder. 
It will be added to your prior 
selection.



The selected photos must overlap with each other, allowing them to be easily combined into a single image.



Click on Auto-detect to allow the 
software to arrange the images 
for stitching together.
Note that the original photos are 
not in a specific order.



Stitch the images into a single 
panoramic picture.

There are several ways to 
project your panorama.
It’s all about experimenting.



Crop your panorama to get a 
reasonable final picture.



By selecting Auto Crop the 
software will get as much of the 
image as possible.



Here we have the finished image, 
and now we want to save it.
This is achieved by Exporting the 
image to disk



Select Folder, give it a name, and 
save it.



Close Software

Decide whether to keep the 
project or discard it.



From source to final panorama



Example Panoramas



Using two images of different sizes.



Using three images of different sizes.



Building a Panorama from multiple images – The Market Square, Harlem, Holland





Same Image but slightly edited



Quayside Apartments



Walberswick From Southwold Harbour



A Young Couple Walking By
using 7 portrait images



After scanning multiple 
sections of the map on the 
right into roughly A4 size 
chunks, the scanned images 
were fed into panorama 
software to reproduce the 
map in digital format

An additional use for 
panorama software



Any Collection of Related Images
Can Be Used to Make a Panorama

Be Innovative, Use Your Imagination,
And Experiment



If you haven’t got any other software, you 
can Click on the link to get a free copy:

Most Panoramic Software

works in a similar fashion.

Microsoft Image Composite Editor 2.0.3 (64-bit)

Download

https://www.downloadcrew.com/download/9789/microsoft_image_composite_editor_64-bit
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Time now to practice 
and create your own 
magical panoramas

Thanks for watching
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